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The Road Safety Monitor 
2007: Drinking and 
Driving 
 

Ward Vanlaar, Patricia Emery, and  
Herb Simpson 
 
TIRF recently released The Road Safety 
Monitor 2007: Drinking and Driving. The 

Road Safety Monitor (RSM) examined the drinking and 
driving behaviours of Canadians and also shed light on new 
emerging trends in impaired driving. 
 
Of particular interest, the RSM revealed that progress in 
reducing Canada’s drinking and driving problem appears to 
have halted.  
 
Some 1.84 million Canadians reported driving at least once 
while they thought they were over the legal limit, up from 1.7 
million last year. In addition, the percentage of motorists who
drove while they thought they were over the legal limit 
climbed to 8.2%, up from 5.6% in 2004.  
 
The RSM also revealed several other findings, including:   
 

• Canadians are more concerned about drinking and 
driving than any other road safety issue;  

• Male motorists are more likely to drink and drive than 
female motorists; 

• Drinking drivers are more likely to have an increased 
number of traffic tickets (excluding parking tickets);  

• Drinking drivers display lower levels of concern for road 
safety in general;  

• Repeat drinking drivers made 6.6 million drunk driving 
trips in Canada within the past year;  

• Repeat drinking drivers were responsible for 90% of all 
drunk-driving activity in Canada; and, 

• Over 80% of Canadians supported the use of mandatory 
ignition interlocks and immediate vehicle impoundment 
for drinking drivers.  

 
The report on drinking and driving is the first of several 
RSM issues based on our 2007 poll. Future issues will 
discuss elderly drivers and speeding.    
 
Financial support for the RSM is provided by Transport 
Canada, the Brewers Association of Canada, and Toyota 
Canada.  
 
The Road Safety Monitor 2007: Drinking and Driving can 
be downloaded at: http://www.trafficinjuryresearch.com/ 
publications/pub_details.cfm?intPubID=238.  
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Continuous Transdermal 
Alcohol Monitoring: A 
Practitioner’s Guide  
 

Robyn Robertson, Ward Vanlaar, and 
Herb Simpson 
 
 

The Traffic Injury Research Foundation 
(TIRF) has released its second report 

on transdermal alcohol monitoring entitled, Continuous 
Transdermal Alcohol Monitoring: A Practitioner's Guide.  
 
Continuous alcohol monitoring technology is used to 
measure alcohol consumption using vaporous sweat 
excreted through the skin. It is currently being used in more 
than 40 U.S. states.  
 
The guide provides a framework to assist agencies with the 
development of needed policies and practices to monitor 
offenders with diagnosed alcohol issues. In addition, the 
guide contains a series of checklists, forms, and a survey 
for practitioners to evaluate the success of program 
implementation.  
 
The guide is based on in-depth interviews with court 
personnel, probation officials, treatment professionals, and 
service providers.  
 
Continuous Transdermal Alcohol Monitoring: A 
Practitioner's Guide is available for download on TIRF's 
website at: http://www.trafficinjuryresearch.com/ 
publications/pub_details.cfm?intPubID=237. 
 
Funding for this guide was made possible by a grant from 
Alcohol Monitoring Systems, Inc. 

 

tion          Established
 

d Article  

 

s Ph.D., Ward Vanlaar, 
 has published an article 
nfluence of traffic count on 
r.”  

king drivers tend to avoid high 
nformation can be useful when
s.  

d by the scientific journal, 
ntion. To obtain a copy,  
07.11.007 into the DOI query 

 

 1964 

http://www.trafficinjuryresearch.com/publications/pub_details.cfm?intPubID=238
http://www.trafficinjuryresearch.com/publications/pub_details.cfm?intPubID=238
http://www.trafficinjuryresearch.com/publications/pub_details.cfm?intPubID=237
http://www.trafficinjuryresearch.com/publications/pub_details.cfm?intPubID=237
http://dx.doi.org/


A DRIVING FORCE FOR SAFETY 
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TIRF Board Member Profile 

mber 2007, Ian Faris joined TIRF’s Board of 
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ntly serves as the President and CEO of the 
 Association of Canada (BAC). Prior to joining the 
ion, Ian was a senior executive with an international 
ent relations consulting firm in Ottawa specializing 
 affairs, and strategic communications. In addition, 
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as also served as a senior advisor to two federal 
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), the Hill Charity Fund, and the Orleans Young 
theatre school.  
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IRF is currently developing a new comprehensive web-
ased resource centre on young drivers. The Centre will 

feature in-depth information on Graduated Driver Licensing 
(GDL), driver education, other youth-oriented safety 
programs, and data on young drivers. The Centre will also 
provide useful information for the parents of young drivers.  
The Young Driver Resource Centre will be launched in 
early 2008. If you would like to be notified about the launch,
please contact Dean Morin by e-mail at: 
deanm@trafficinjuryresearch.com.   
 
Funding for the Centre was provided by Toyota Canada.  
ember privileges, or to be added to the TIRF 
 mailing list, contact: 

Dean Morin 
Manager, Marketing and Communications 
171 Nepean St., Suite 200 
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